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Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Tele  vision  Service 

Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Radio  Farm  Director: 


April  k,  1952 
Letter  No.  521 


Bursting  cherry  "blossoms  remind  us  here  in  Washington  that 
Spring  is  with  us  "in  the  flesh.,"    Although  we  can't  send  each  of  you  a 
"budding  cherry  "branch  we  are  enclosing  an  annual  token  of  the  season,,,, 
a  brochure  on  Spring  Clean-Up  Week.    Will  call  your  attention  to  the 
seven  step  program  outlined  in  the  pamphlet  and  the  four  USDA  "bulletins 
(listed  on  the  "back  page)  that  may  "be  of  special  interest  to  RFD's  at 
this  time  of  year. 

Special  Weather  Information? 

In  a  recent  telephone  conversation  Elza  Lorimer  of  the  U0  S. 
Weather  Bureau  here  in  Washington  asked  me  to  remind  KFD's  of  his  "bureau's 
willingness  to  cooperate  in  any  way  possible.    Many  BFD's  have  found  they 
can  furnish  farmers  additional  and  more  useful  weather  information  "by 
working  with  their  nearest  local  office  of  the  United  States  Weather 
Bureau.    An  example  of  this  type  of  services     ...for  the  third  season 
Southern  areas  will  have  "benefit  of  weather  information  specifically 
adapted  for  cotton  growers  this  year. 


Perhaps  a  call  on  your  nearest  Weather  Bureau  office  will  un- 
cover added  service  to  farmers  in  your  area.    If  you  aren't  sure  as  to 
its  location,,.  0a  note  addressed  to  Chief,  U.  S.  Weather  Bureau,  Washington, 
25,  D.  C„  will  "bring  you  its  location. 

Grassland  Tours  Scheduled 

Planners  for  the  Sixth  International  Grasslands  Congress  have 
scheduled  four  tours  to  agricultural  areas  of  the  country  for  the  "benefit 
of  foreign  visitors  to  the  Congress  in  August.    For  details  of  the  tours 
and  the  source  of  further  information  on  them  we're  enclosing  USDA  re- 
lease 668-52. 

The  "How"  of  Higher  Production 

Fourteen  practices  that  can  help  get  that  6  percent  higher  pro- 
duction needed  this  year  are  outlined  in  the  fourth  Farm  Mobilization 
Fact  Sheet  enclosed  with  this  letter.    Included  are  other  facts  and  fig- 
ures that  may  help  in  documenting  your  stories. 
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Anthrax  Outbreaks 

Members  of  the  U0  S,  Livestock  Sanitary  Association  represent- 
ing 16  States  met  last  week  with  officials  of  USDA,  U.  S,  Public  Health 
Administration,  and  Food  and  Drug  Administration  to  discuss  means  of  fight 
ing  what  they  called  "unusual  outbreaks  of  anthraxe " 

The  disease,  also  communicable  to  man,  has  shown  up  in  several 
States  in  recent  weeks,  particularly  in  hogs.    Ordinarily,  the  disease 
is  a  much  greater  threat  to  cattle  and  usually  occurs  during  the  summer 
months.    Another  unusual  feature  of  these  outbreaks  is  that  infection 
is  striking  in  areas  where  the  disease  hasn't  been  a  problem  bef ore0 
Greatest  trouble  is  occurring  in  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois* 

Livestock  authorities  from  at  least  three  States  felt  certain 
that  the  disease  was  brought  to  animals  through  feed  containing  bone  meal 
coming  from  outside  the  country 0 

The  group  passed  three  resolutions  concerning  the  problem:  (l) 
They  asked  that  Secretary  Brannan  f  ormulate  and  carry  out  regulations  to 
prevent  the  importation  of  bone  meal,  products  containing  bone  meal,  or 
bones  into  the  United  States  for  use  as  feed  or  fertilizer,  except  when 
properly  sterilized  to  kill  anthrax  spores.     (2)  That  USDA  require  feed 
manufacturers  to  tag  all  feed  containing  bone  meal  and  moving  in  inter- 
state commerce,  certifying  that  the  bone  meal  has  been  properly  steril- 
ized,    (3)  Plans  also  were  made  to  report  monthly  to  the  Bureau  of  Animal 
Industry  all  outbreaks  of  anthrax  occurring  in  each  State,  and  in  turn 
the  Bureau  will  issue  a  national  report. 

As  a  bit  of  background  —  Anthrax  has  occurred  in  this  country 
for  at  least  65  years.    Certain  areas  of  the  country  have  become  more  or 
less  permanently  infected  as  the  spores  causing  the  disease  get  into  the 
soil  and  there  are  no  known  means  of  ridding  a  premise  of  the  disease 
once  the  spores  become  established , 

Proposed  Brucellosis  and  Paratuberculosis  Regulations 

The  Department  has  announced  proposed  regulations  to  govern  in- 
terstate shipment  of  animals  affected  with  brucellosis  or  paratuberculosis 
If  adopted  they* 11  be  the  first  such  regulations  to  apply  specifically  to 
livestock  with  these  diseases* 

,  Under  suggested  controls,  animals  with  brucellosis,  which  have 
not  been  vaccinated  and  react  to  an  official  test,  or  animals  with  para- 
tuberculosis, could  only  be  shipped  interstate  for  slaughter.  Purebred 
animals,  moved  interstate  for  breeding  purposes,  which  subsequently  react 
to  an  official  brucellosis  or  paratuberculosis  test  could  be  returned  to 
point  of  origin,    Reactor  animals  would  be  plainly  marked  and  separated 
from  healthy  animals  in  transit.    Vehicles  carrying  such  animals  would 
have  to  be  cleaned  and  disinfected  upon  reaching  destination,  (Exact 
wording  of  proposed  regulations  may  be  found  in  the  Federal  Register  of 
March  26).    Individuals  wishing  to  present  views  and  arguments  concern- 
ing the  proposed  regulations  may  file  them  with  the  chief  of  the  Bureau 
of  Animal  Industry,  Agricultural  Research  Administration,  USDA,  Washington 
25,  D.  C„,  by  April  10. 
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For  TVers  -  Goals  Film 

Just  out  is  the  Department's  new  production  goals  movie, 8 . "Food, 
Fiber,  and  the  Future,"    It's  a  13  minute,  16  mme ,  sound,  "black-and-white 
film  designed  to  promote  production  goals. 

Films  are  earmarked  for  television  use  exclusively  until  April 
21.    As  of  that  date  they'll  "be  returned  to  the  Department  for  distribu- 
tion to  Extension  Service  and  State  College  film  libraries  for  regular 
distribution  to  county  agents,  Department  field  workers,  and  the  general 
public. 

Forty  three  prints  have  been  distributed  to  the  Regional  PMA. 
Offices  as  follows:    Chicago,  13;  New  York,  12;  San  Francisco,  8;  Atlanta, 
6;  and  Dallas,  h0    If  interested  for  TV"  send  your  request  to  the  Regional 
PMA  Office  in  your  area.    No  charge. 

Television  Research 

Does  fast  talking  pay  off  in  television?    Evidently  not,  Re- 
search done  by  Carpenter  at  Penn  State  shows  too  much  narration  used  in 
describing  action  in  television  films  hampers  learning  just  as  does  too 
little  narration.    Optimum  rate  seems  to  be  about  100  words  per  minute... 
effectiveness  drops  off  as  the  rate  decreases  or  increases  from  there. 
Findings  and  conclusions  of  the  Department's  TV  research  panel  agree  with 
respect  to  speed  of  narration.    It's  a  common  mistake  to  include  too  much 
story  for  the  time  allotted  and  consequently  have  to  talk  fast  to  get  it 
all  in. 

Does  audience  participation  help  or  hinder  "how  to  do  it"  de- 
monstrations? Research  using  military  trainees  showed  audience  partici- 
pation very  effective  in  teaching  "how  to  do  it"  when  rate  of  the  demon- 
stration was  slow  enough  to  permit  learners  to  view  the  film  and  do  the 
job  at  hand  without  too  much  loss  of  attention  to  either.  However,  au- 
dience participation  seemed  to  have  the  opposite  affect  when  the  demon- 
stration moved  along  more  rapidly. 

Incidentally  it  may  be  of  interest  to  note  that  some  of  the 
work  at  Penn  State  showed  "over  the  shoulder  shots"  were  more  effective 
than  "onlooker"  shots  in  teaching  "how  to  do  it."    Research  shows  that 
if  the  task  is  portrayed  from  the  same  viewing  angle  as  the  learner  gets 
as  he  does  the  job,  the  demonstration  is  more  effective  than  if  shots 
are  taken  from  an  "onlooker's"  position. 

Price  Report 

Last  Friday's  BAE  price  report  showed  prices  paid  by  farmers 
for  interest,  taxes,  wages,  family  living  and  production  supplies  held 
about  steady  with  a  month  earlier... at  a  record  high.    Although  prices 
received  by  farmers  were  down  just  a  little  from  February. . .three  tenths 
of  one  percent. . .they  were  the  highest  for  any  March  on  record  with  the 
exception  of  mrch  of  '51.    The  slight  drop  was  the  result  of  lower  prices 
for  dairy  products,  meat  animals,  poultry  and  eggs,  and  several  other 
items  more  than  offsetting  higher  prices  for  truck  crops,  fruit  and  food 
grains. 
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Tougher  Mosquitoes 

Department  entomologists  warn  us  not  to  put  all  hope  for  mosqui- 
to control  on  insecticides.    Tests  in  California  and  Florida  have  found 
mosquitoes  gaining  in  their  resistance  to  DDT.    As  yet,  the  pests  aren't 
noticeably  resistant  to  the  newer  insecticides. . .BHC,  lindane,  chlordane... 
"but  specialists  expect  them  to  get  that  way.    Use  of  insecticide  on  the 
larvae  apparently  "builds  up  a  resistance  faster  than  its  use  on  the  adult 
mosquito. 

Researchers  assure  us  that  insecticides  may  still  provide  satis- 
factory control  of  adult  mosquitoes  near  homes  with  relatively  little 
chance  of  increasing  the  highly  resistant  pest  populations.    However,  for 
the  large-scale,  outdoor  campaigns  against  larvae,  entomologists  recommend 
more  emphasis  he  put  on  permanent  control  measures,  such  as  draining  and 
filling  mosquito  "breeding  areas  and  stocking  "bodies  of  water  with  fish 
that  thrive  on  mosquito  larvae. 

Pink  Bollworm  Spreads 

As  of  today  two  Oklahoma  counties  and  18  Texas  counties  are  in- 
cluded in  the  area  regulated  under  the  pink  "bollworm  quarantine t  The 
newly  added  counties  are  Grady  and  McClain  in  Oklahoma;  and  Brazos, 
Burleson,  Cooke,  Dallas,  Freestone,  Galveston,  Grimes ;  Harris,  Hunt,  Loon, 
Montague,  Navarro,  Robertson,  Tarrant,  Waller,  Washington,  Wise,  and  Wood 
in  Texas.    Pink  "bollworm  infestations  were  found  last  year  in  all  of 
these  except  Galveston  County,  Texas.    It's  surrounded  "by  infested  coun- 
ties. 

On  the  "brighter  side.. .Santa  Cruz  and  Pima  County,  Arizona, 
have  "been  found  free  of  pink  "bollworm  infestation  and  will  "be  removed 
from  regulation. 

Co-op  Advisory  Committee 

As  called  to  your  attention  in  USDA  release  65^-52,  Secretary 
Brannan  has  asked  leaders  of  six  national  cooperative  associations  to 
"become  members  of  a  committee  to  advise  the  Department  on  relations  with 
farmer  cooperatives,    The  associations  are  the  National  Council  of  Farmer 
Cooperatives,  the  National  Milk  Producers  Federation,  the  American  Insti- 
tute of  Cooperation,  the  National  Federation  of  Grain  Cooperatives,  the 
National  Rural  Electric  Cooperative  Association,  and  the  Cooperative 
League. 

'52  Wool  Price  Supports  Announced 

Loan  rates  of  "shorn  wool"  and  purchase  prices  for  "pulled  wool" 
under  the  ?52  price  support  program  were  announced  by  the  Department  this 
week.    Price  and  loan  schedules  are  "based  on  the  national  average  support 
level  of  5k. 2  cents  per  pound  of  wool,  grease  "basis,  for  the  '52 -'53 
marketing  year.    Full  schedule  of  loan  rates  and  purchase  prices  are  avail- 
able from  PMA  Commodity  Offices  throughout  the  country. 
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New  Process  for  Determining  Big  -  (Hold  for  release  until  April  15  p.m. ) 

Department  scientists  have  discovered  a  more  accurate  method  of 
estimating  amounts  of  vitamin  B12  *n  * 00^-  materials  and  establishing  more 
definitely  animal  and  human  need  for  the  vitamin. 

Official  announcement  of  the  process  will  "be  made  at  the  American 
Institute  of  Nutrition  meeting  in  New  York  on  April  15. 

Researchers  have  found,  for  instance,  that  eggs  and  meat  are 
"better  sources  of  vitamin  B12  than  they  previously  supposed.    The  improved 
process,  using  a  small  quantity  of  sodium  cyanide,  shows  the  value  of  the 
vitamin  contained  in  egg  yolks  is  about  three  times  more  than  was  in- 
dicated by  previous  testing  methods. 

Also  Enclosed  . 

For  facts  on  "broiler  feeding  efficiency  we  include  another  in 
the  current  "More  Meat  for  Defense  Series."   We  call  your  attention  to 
"Garden  and  Home  Food  Preservation  Facts"  containing  the  story  of  USDA's 
most  popular  bulletins,  freezing  in  glass  Jars,  overloading  home  freezers, 
TV  shorts  for  consumer  education,  and  gardening  motion  pictures. 

Continued. . . .Electric  Farming 

In  addition  to  our  mention  of  the  Electric  Farming  meetings  in 
the  March  21  letter  (No.  520)  we  find  dates  for  the  Richmond  meeting  are 
set  for  April  22  and*  23,    That  one's  for  Virginia,  Maryland,  and  Delaware. 
Michigan*  s  scheduled  a  Statewide  meeting  for  April  15  and  16  in  Grand 
Rapids . 

"And  You  Think  You  Got  Troubles" 

From  REA  engineers  comes  an  unusual  story  of  how  nature  wages 
war  against  rural  electrification,  disrupts  service  and  makes  emergency 
repairs  necessary. 

Woodpeckers,  although  among  the  most  common  nuisance,  are  by 
no  means  the  only  ravagers  of  nature.    Other  equally  costly  pests  of  line 
poles  are  Pennsylvania  bears  that  tear  up  six  poles  in  the  same  location 
every  year;  pelicans  that  fly  into  the  lines  in  Yellowstone  National 
Park;  owls  that  carry  young  rabbits  aloft  and  perch  on  transformers  to 
eat  them  (which  cooks  the  owl's  dinner  and  the  owl  in  one  operation); 
snakes  that  climb  poles  and  drape  themselves  across  high-voltage  wires; 
cats,  possums,  and  coons,  squirrels,  and  other  animals  that  manage  to 
electrocute  themselves  aloft  and  cause  severe  outages  at  the  same  time. 

Many  ways  have  been  tried  to  solve  the  woodpecker  problem. 
But,  inasmuch  as  woodpeckers  are  protected  by  Federal  law,  no  bounty  can 
be  offered.    One  co-op  manager  in  Florida  finally  strapped  strong  braces 
at  the  side  of  the  poles . 0  .which  the  birds  left  alone  while  hammering 
away  as  usual  at  the  original  poles. 
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Treat  Seed  Grain 

Your  attention  is  called  to  the  USDA  12  page  "booklet  "by  that 
name.    Itrs  available  to  BFDrs  and  covers  treating  of  wheat,  oats,  "bar- 
ley, rye,  flax,  rice,  sorghums,  and  corn.    It's  miscellaneous  publication 
219. . . "Treat  Seed  Grain, " 

Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows ■> . . 

CBS  Farm  News ...  originates  Saturdays  3:30  to  3:^5  p.m,  EST. 
News  and  features  with  Claude  Mahoney. 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour ...  Saturday  1:00  to  1:30  p.m. 
EST.     "USDA  Headlines"  with  Ken  Gapen  (April  12)  and  Bob  Crom  (April  19). 
Easter  music  featured  on  April  12.    April  19  broadcast  features  "Birds- 
foot  Trefoil,  Its  Value  as  a  Crop,  For  Forage,  For  Soil  Conservation." 
Dale  Williams,  Ass't  Ext.  Editor,  Iowa,  interviews  Dr.  E.  D.  Hughes, 
I.S.C,  Farm  Crops  Department,  and  Harold  Lewis,  farm  operator  from 
Chariton,  Iowa,  who  has  grown  Birdsfoot  Trefoil  since  19*1-1. 

ABC  American  Farmer. . .originates  Saturdays  12:30  to  1:00  p.m. 
EST.    "Top  of  the  Farm  News" with  Ken  Gapen  and  Boh  Crom.    April  12  fea- 
ture on  "What's  New  In  Pasture  Management"  with  Dr.  Robert  Wagner,  Bureau 
of  Plant  Industry;  Dr.  Joseph  Shepherd,  Bureau  of  Dairy  Industry;  and 
Bob  Crom.    American  Farmer  cancelled,  one  time  only,  Saturday,  April  19. 

Liberty  Network. .. "Your  Country  Visitor". . .originates  12:15 
to  12:30  p.m.  EST.    Monday  thru  Friday  with  Lee  Eannify  from  Washington. 

CBS  Morning  News... CBS  TV  Network. ..  originates  10:00  to  10:30 
a.m.  EST.  from  New  York  and  Washington.     "Food  News  of  the  Week"  from 
USDA  with  Maynard  Speece  and  Corinne  Murphy  every  Friday. 


Among  Ourselves 

Maynard  Speece  of  our  shop  tells  me  of  a  letter  from  Don 
Eussel,  KPIX,  mentioning  the  initial  telecast  of  "Western  Farm  Family" 
on  March  15.    Show  time:    12:00  noon.    Opening  day  participants  included 
Burt  Buzzini,  KSFO;  Winifred  Jeckers,  Santa  Clara  Home  Economist;  and  F. 
L.  Barnard,  Farm  Advisor  from  the  same  county. 

Frank  Atwood,  WTIC,  is  again  chairman  of  a  committee  planning 
to  fly  7,000  chicks  to  Austria  this  year.    They'll  be  used  as  k-E  pro- 
jects there. 

Just  a  reminder. . .next  crop  report  comes  out  at  3  p.m.  EST 
Thursday,  April  10. 

Sincerely, 

Enclosures: 
Statistical  Summary 

Farm  Mob.  Fact  Sheet  #k  Kenneth  M.  Gapen 

USDA  Eelease  668-52  Ass't  Director  of  Information 

r52  Spring  Clean-Up  Week  for  Radio  and  Television 

Garden  &  Home  Food  Pres.  Facts  #13 
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RFO  LETTER 


To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


April  18,  1952 
Letter  Wo.  522 


Dear  Radio  Farm  Director: 


Cresting  rivers,  sand -"bag  dikes,  and  flood  news  in  general  have 
"been  getting  full  attention  of  a  good  many  RFD's  I'm  sure.    They've  gotten 
considerable  attention  here  in  Washington  too. 

On  Tuesday,  Under  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Clarence  McCormick 
flew  to  Lincoln,  Nebraska,  to  tour  the  flood  and  talk  with  local  officials 
about  rehabilitation  measures. 

On  Wednesday,  Secretary  Brannan  called  emergency  meetings  of 
State  Agricultural  Mobilization  Committees  in  10  Midwestern  States  af- 
fected by  the  flooding  Missouri  and  Mississippi  Rivers.    Committees  were 
asked  for  full  reports  on  conditions,  extent  of  damage/  and  type  of  assist- 
ance which  flooded  farming  areas  will  need  in  order  to  get  back  to  full 
productivity.    County  Mobilization  Committees  have  also  been  asked  to  help 
in  getting  this  information. 

The  Department  has  opened  stocks  of  food  in  flooded  areas  for 
emergency  feeding  needs. .  Such  stocks  consist  mainly  of  dry  edible  beans, 
orange  juice,  dried  milk,  dried  eggs,  and  honey. 

As  a  source  of  air  copy  for  BFD's  in  the  main  flood  area  we're 
sending  under  separate  cover  a  mimeographed  copy  of  the  USDA  Handbook  38 
"First  Aid  for  Flooded  Homes."    Although  the  revised  edition  is  not  yet 
off  the  press  the  handbook  will  soon  be  available  for  public  distribution. 
Meanwhile  I  think  many. of  you  will  find  it  helpful  in  making  recommenda- 
tions to  folks  who  have  been,  flooded  out  and  face  the  problem  of  salvaging 
everything  from  canned  goods  to  electric  motors. 

If  you  don't  get  a  copy  but  want  one  -  let  us  know. 

Flag  to  Your  Attention 

On  April  10  we  sent  you  USDA  release  776-52  announcing  the  es- 
tablishment of  an  insect  pest  survey  and  reporting  service  to  keep  farmers 
informed  of  impending  insect  conditions.    In  most  cases  your  contact  for 
getting  such  information  is  the  State  Extension  entomologist.    However,  if 
you  don't  know  who  it  is  write  this  office.    We'll  be  glad  to  tell  you. 


Next  farm  price  report  out  April  29th, 


Bumble  Hen  Puzzles  Science 


Department  researchers  announced  this  week  a  perplexing,  "but 
what  may  prove  to  be  a  very  promising,  discovery  about  chickens.  They've 
found  that  the  humble  hen  can  do  something  no  other  animal  has  ever  been 
known  to  do.    She  can  form  in  her  own  body  one  of  the  sulphur  containing 
amino  acids  needed  in  building  protein. 

Prior  to  this  time,  only  green  plants  and  micro-organisms  have 
been  known  to  produce  this  living  tissue  building  material.    It  was  be- 
lieved that  animals  got  all  of  their  sulphur  containing  amino  acids  by 
eating  plants  or  the  meat  of  other  animals  that  ate  plants.    However,  by 
using  radio-active  tracers  specialists  have  found  this  is  evidently  not 
true. 

Since  we've  never  had  enough  protein  to  feed  this  country's  live- 
stock for  most  efficient  production  of  meat,  milk  and  eggs,  the  scientists 
put  considerable  store  in  any  information  about  animals  building  protein, 
Hopes  are  high  that  the  discovery  may.  lead  to  something  important. 

Broader  Outlet  for  Cotton? 

Outlet  for  cotton  in  both  military  and  civilian  uses  may  be 
greatly  increased  by  improving  cotton's  warmth-retention  properties,  and 
specialists  say  a  new  apparatus  for  rating  these  qualities,  -recently  de- 
signed at  the  Department's  Southern  Regional  Research  Laboratory,  is  a 
step  in  that  direction*  . 

They've  found  .that  some  cotton  products,  before  they  are  laundered 
give  the  same,  degree  of  warmth  as  wool  products  of  the  same  thickness  and 
weight;  but  when  cotton  materials  are  washed  the  fibers  often  lose  their 
fluff iness  and  mat  together,  thus  cutting  down  on  the  number  of  air  spaces 
and  their  effectiveness  in  retaining  heat.,   If  cotton  can  be  made  to  retain 
all  or  even  a  large  percentage  of  its  original  physical  properties  and 
warmth  value  after  repeated  laundering  and  long  use,  it  will  find  new  out- 
lets as  well  as  increased  acceptance  in  a  number  of  products. 

The  warmth  testing  apparatus  developed  at  the  Southern  Lab  has 
already  been  used(to  evaluate  a  number  of  experimental  cotton "fabrics  and 
to  compare,  them  with  cotton  and  other  fabrics  which  are  commercially  avail- 
able.   A  model  of  this  same  apparatus  is  being  built  and  installed  by  a 
large  merchandiser  f  or  use  in  evaluating  the  warmth  of  various'  textile 
materials  sold  to  consumers.  •  - 

Combine  and  Baler  Popularity  Jump 

Department  economists  tell  us  that  combine  numbers  have  more  than 
doubled  in  the  last  six  years.    A  1950  survey  showed  combines  were  used  in 
harvesting  8^  percent  of  the  small  grain  acreage  and  virtually  100  percent 
of  the  soybeans. 

Along  the  same  line. . .statistics  show  farmers  baled  one-half  of 
all  the  straw  saved  in  1950  as-  compared  to  less  than  one-fourth  a  few  years 
before,'  Twine  balers  baled  six  for  every  four  bales  done  with  wire  in  1950. 

July  20  to  26  is  National  Farm  Safety  Week 
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Bee  and  Parasite  Work  Consolidated 

.  USDA's  Bureau  of  Entomology  and  Plant  Quarantine  has  consolidated 
all  of  its  activities  with  respect  to  bees  and  other  beneficial  insects 
into  a  single  Division.    The  move  is  another  step  in  the  Bureau's  reorgan- 
ization plan  to  get  the  most  from  every  research  dollar. 

The  newly  established  unit  is  also  responsible  for  work  relating 
to  biological  control  of  insect  pests  and  weeds,  including  diseases  of  in- 
sects.   And  surprising  to  me  was  the  fact  that  the  importance  of  biological 
control  goes  as  far  back  as  1892,  when  USDA  entomologists  introduced  the 
Vedalia  beetle  into  California  from  Australia  to  control  the  cottony  cushion 
scale.    A  somewhat  better  known  example  is,  perhaps,  the  introduction  of 
the  Lydella  fly  and  other  parasites  of  the  European  corn  borer  from  central 
Europe.    Incidentally  Department  entomologists  are  expecting  these  parasites 
to  play  an  increasingly  important  part  as  they  become  better  established  in 
the  Corn  Belt. 

Along  that  same  line,  in  the  past  two  years  entomologists  working 
with  the  Mexican  government  have  introduced  four  effective  parasites  of 
the  citrus  black  fly  into  that  country,  which  are  promising  to  control  the 
pest  and  stop  its  movement  toward  the  U.  S.    In  Hawaii,  entomologists  have 
introduced  a  number  of  parasites  of  the  Oriental  fruit  fly,  three  of  which 
already  have  greatly  helped  in  the  control  of  that  serious  pest, 

Another  recent  example  of  biological  control  concerns  the  para- 
site of  the  Klamath  weed,  the  destroyer  of  range  lands  in  the  West.  More 
than  100  square  miles  of  range  in  California  and  Oregon  have  been  cleared 
of  the  weed  by  USDA  Australian- imported  beetles.    Colonies  introduced  into 
other  States  in  the  Pacific  Northwest,  where  the  weed  is  a  serious  pest, 
are  expected  to  do  equally  as  well. 

Spray  Good  -  Dipping  Better 

Research  on  sheep  tick  control  shows  insecticides  applied  with 
low  pressure  sprayers  get  a  good  practical  control,  but  dipping  the  sheep 
in  an  insecticide  bath  is  still  the  surest  and  best. 

When  using  sprayers,  however,  researchers  found  the  choice  of 
insecticide  and  method  of  application  were  more  important  than  sprayer 
pressure.    Equipment  developing  60  pounds  of  pressure  per  square  inch  con- 
trolled the  ticks  as  effectively  as  high  pressure  sprayers. 

BHC  Blocks  Beetles  and  Borers 

BEC  has  been  found  effective  for  protecting  green  hardwood  and 
pine  logs  from  insect  tunneling  which  often  results  in  lower  sale  prices 
for  felled  logs.    Specialists  have  found  BHC  prevents  attacks  of  ambrosia 
beetles  (pinhole  borers)  in  both  lumber  and  logs,  and  bark  beetles  and 
wood  borers  in  the  logs  as  well.    A  knapsack  sprayer  is  effective  on  single 
logs.    However,  stacked  logs  require  treatment  at  a  pressure  of  about  200 
pounds  per  square  inch. 


National  Home  Demonstration  Week  . . .  April  27  through  May  3 


"What's  Be  in'  Done" 


With  the  lifting  of  the  TV  "freeze"  last  Monday  it  may  be  of 
special  interest  to  note  examples  of  what's  "being  done  in  farm  television, 
Maynard  Speece  of  this  office  furnishes  more  detail  on  the  new  KPIX  Western 
Farm  Family  show  that  we  mentioned  last  issue. 

Extension  Service  staffs  from  all  six  counties  in  the  KPIX -Bay 
Area  as  well  as  the  State  Extension  folks  are  cooperating.    General  format 
for  the  weekly  half -hour  noon-time  show  is  composed  for  four  main  features: 
an  agricultural  demonstration,  weather  reports,  a  homemaker  demonstration 
and  news  headlines. 

Agricultural  demonstrations  used  in  the  first  four  weeks  were 
tree  grafting,  planting  trees  and  shrubs,  fruit  tree  pollination,  and 
gopher  control.    Homemaker  demonstrations  included  use  of  Santa  Clara 
dried  fruits,  how  to  shrink  woolen  material,  a  k-E  electrical  project,  and 
spring  fashions. 

As  an  example  of  an  easy  technique  for  getting  into  a  demonstra- 
tion Don  Russell,  program  emcee,  takes  the  viewer  through  the  door  of  the 
Extension  farm  advisor's  office  where  the  county  agent  for  one  of  the 
counties  in  the  area  performs  the  actual  demonstration. 

For  example,  Marin  County  Farm  Advisor  Sheldon  Jackson  does  the 
tree  planting  demonstration  in  ten  steps:  (1)  shows  "box  in  which  he  is 
going  to  plant  tree  and  explains  that  this  is  in  place  of  "being  outside; 
(2)  points  to  tree  in  sack  and  explains  why  it  should  "be  wrapped;  (3) 
points  to  top  soil  and  puts  it  in  "box;  (k)  picks  up  tree — shows  "broken 
roots  and  cuts  them  off --talks  about  the  bud  union  and  then  plants  the 
tree  in  the  box;  (5)  fills  in  dirt  on  top  of  roots  in  box;  (6)  says  that 
next  step  is  to  water  up  to  "ground  level";  (7)  puts  in  remainder  of  water; 
(8)  cuts  back  tree;  (9)  describes  what  he  has  done  by  means  of  an  animated 
chart;  (10)  gives  bulletin  of fer. . .write  to  Farm  Advisor,  P.O.  Bldg.  San 
Rafael . 

Sounds  like  they've  got  the  "makin's"  of  a  top  farm  service  show. 

IFAP 

Khowlton  Nash  of  the  International  Federation  of  Agricultural 
Producers  recently  dropped  by  to  mention  his  organization's  newly  estab-' 
lished  monthly  service  "World  Farm  News"  which  many  of  you  are  receiving. 
Thought  you  might  be  interested  in  knowing  a  bit  of  the  organization's  back' 
ground  as  Knowlton  explained  it  to  us.    IFAP  has  as  its  function  to  re- 
present the  farmer  in  the  councils  of  nations  as  a  central  organization  of 
agricultural  cooperatives  and  general  farm  organizations  in  28  countries. 
United  States  members  of  IFAP  are  the  National  Grange,  the  American  Farm 
Bureau,  the  National  Farmers  Union,  and  the  National  Council  of  Farmer 
Cooperatives. 

Overseas  Expedition? 

Mutual  Security  Agency  is  considering  sending  a  dozen  farm  broad- 
casters, farm  magazine  and  newspaper  editors  abroad  this  summer  on  behalf 
of  better  understanding  of  European  problems  and  methods  involved  in  the 
"Present  MSA  TyrojarsTn^  
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Advance  On  IFYE's 


Another  large  group  of  International  Farm  Youth  Exchange  dele- 
gates go  abroad  shortly.    They  sail  from  New  York  in  three  groups  --  June 
12,  19  and  25, 

In  order  that  you  may  have  "background  for  interviews  with  the 
IFYE  delegates,  we've  obtained  copies  of  a  one-page  Fact  Sheet  on  the  1952 
project  and  a  leaflet  describing  the  overall  program  from  Everett  Bieman 
of  the  National  h-R  Club  Foundation.    These  materials  have  already  gone  to 
Extension  Editors  and  you  may  be  receiving  information  on  this  year's  Ex- 
change from  them  as  well.    Just  wanted  to  be  sure  you  had  it.    In  the  near 
future  we'll  send  you  a  complete  list  of  the  delegates  and  the  countries 
they  will  visit. 

As  you  may  know,  the  IFYE  project  is  being  expanded  to  nearly 
135  2-way  exchanges  with  around  ^0  countries  this  year* 

Enclosed  This  Week 

A  complete  listing  of  the  location,  commodities  covered  by,  and 
officials  in  charge  of  USDA  and  cooperating  State  market  news  offices  is 
enclosed.    Those  of  you  who  are  not  familiar  with  the  services  available 
from  such  offices  in  your  area  may  find  a  call  on  them  will  yield  improved 
market  news  service  for  your  listeners. 

Farm  Mobilization  Fact  Sheets  number  five  and  six,  "Treating  Your 
Seed  Grain"  and  "For  More  Corn  Control  Corn  Borer, "  are  included  as  back- 
ground information  for  use  in  the  drive  for  more  feed  grain. 

For  the  same  purpose  we  include  USDA  pamphlet  "For  Higher  Yield 
of  Corn,"  a  summary  of  the  steps  that  can  yield  more  bushels  per  acre. 

"Seven  Steps  to  Plenty"  (included)  is  a  collection  of  visuals 
designed  for  the  use  of  Department  agencies  in  the  field,  including  Mobili- 
zation Committees,    They  Hay,  of  course,  be  used  freely  by  all  who  dissem- 
inate visual  information  to  the  public. 

Agricultural  Outlook  with  its  digest  of  the  economic  situation 
to  "nubbins"  for  your  use  is  also  enclosed. 

"Point  Four  Pioneers" 

That's  the  name  of  a  15  minute  semi -dramatic  radio  script  for  5 
voices  available  to  you  from  U.  S.  Department  of  State.  It's  most  likely 
to  be  suitable  for  k-R,  FFA,  radio  workshops,  or  other  young  folks  groups. 

It  is  the  story  of  Point  Four  in  action  with  emphasis  on  agricul- 
ture and  requires  only  basic  sound  effects  and  a  small  amount  of  music. 
Send  requests  stating  number  of  copies  wanted  to:    TCA,  Public  Affairs 
Staff,  McSha in  Building,  333  3rd  Street,  N.  W.,  Washington  25,  D.  C. 

Progress  of  Consolidation 

As  of  April  3,  45  percent  of  State  USDA  agency  offices  were  under 
one  roof.    Fifty-two  percent  of  the  counties  had  one -stop  service. 


Farm  Radio  Popular  in  Germany  Too 


Farmers  in  Germany  are  rapidly  "becoming  sold  on  farm  radio  as  a 
market  news  media. 

Franz  Winter ^  who  many  of  you  met  when  he  visited  the  mid-west  on 
an  ECA  project  last  summer,  returned  to  Germany  to  be  Farm  Director  of  sta- 
tion NWDR  of  the  Northwest  German  Radio  Network.    In  August  he  started  a 
daily  market  news  show,    He  now  has  a  ten  minute  market  report  each  weekday 
morning  and  three,  to  four  minutes  of  market  news  each  noon. 

Previously  the  only  information  of  this  type  available  to  German 
farmers  was  through  the  press  and.  this,  for  the  most  part,  was  far  out  of 
date  "by  the  time  it  reached  them. 

Do  German  farmers  listen?    Surveys  indicate  that  the  three  sta- 
tion network  has  an  audience  of  about  5  million  families  and  75$  of  the  farm 
families  listen  to  the  farm  programs. 

Incidentally,  we  might  mention  that  Franz  says  the  two  things 
that  impressed  him  most  during  his  visit  in  this  country  were  our  market 
news  "broadcasts  and  our  "National  Weeks."    He's  now  initiated  them  "both  in 
the  Federal  Republic  of  Germany  with  "National  Greenland  Improvement  Week" 
coming  up  on  May  26.    Radio  stations,  the  agricultural  press,  and  the  agri- 
cultural advisory  service  are  pooling  their  efforts  to  see  that  every  farm- 
er in  the  Republic  is  contacted  during  that  week  and  encouraged  to  adopt 
timely  practices  for  improving  greenland  and  fodder  production* 

Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows 

Liberty  Network. .. "Your  Country  Visitor". .. originates  12:15  to 
12:30  p.m.  EST.    Monday  thru  Friday  with  Lee  Hannify  from  Washington. 

CBS  Farm  News ...  originates  Saturdays  3:30  to  3:45  p.m.  EST.  News 
and  features  with  Claude  Mahoney. 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour ...  Saturday  1:00  to  1:30  p.m.  EST. 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Ken  Gapen.  April  26  feature  on  National  Home  Demon- 
stration Week  with  Ronnie  Stephens,  Ext.  Radio  Editor,  Georgia,  interview- 
ing Mary  E.  Cres swell  of  Athens,  Georgia.  She's  credited  with  authoring 
the  name  "Home  Demonstration. "  May  3  features  report  on  the  National  Land 
Judging  Contest  near  Oklahoma  City  (May  1  and  2)  with  Sandy  Saunders,  WKY, 
and  guests,  plus  Everett  Mitchell  interviewing  Pat  Mullarkey,  1952  Maid  of 
Cotton,  in  Chicago. 

ABC  American  Farmer. . .Saturday  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EST.     "Top  of 
the  Farm  News"  with  Ken  Gapen  and  Bob  Crom.    April  26  feature  on  "Control- 
ling Moths  and  Carpet  Beetles"  with  Claudella  Gaddis  of  USDA  Bureau  of  En- 
tomology and  Plant  Quarantine.    May  3  feature  salutes  National  Home  Demon- 
stration Week  with  Al  Bond,  Ext.  Radio  Specialist,  Washington,  interviewing 
Mrs.  Nora  Darrow,  Mrs.  Elvina  Planque,  and  Mrs.  C.  J.  Wold  from  Arlington 
Heights,  Washington. 

CBS  Morning  News...  CBS  TV  Network. .. originates  10:00  to  10:30 
a.m.  EST.,  from  New  York  and  Washington.    "Food  News  of  the  Week"  from 
USDA  with  Maynard  Speece  and  Corinne  Murphy  every  Friday. 
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Want  Recordings  from  Washington? 

We've  had  indication  from  several  RFD's  of  their  interest  in 
picking  up  recordings  following  the  RFD  meeting  here  in  June.    Glad  to 
hear  it.    For  the  "benefit  of  those  who've  asked  and  others  interested 
here's  the  round-up  on  recordings. 

Those  of  you  wanting  to  record  UBDA  specialists  are  asked  to  give 
us  advance  notice  (by  June  10)  as  to  what  specialists  or  subjects  you're 
interested  in.    We'll  then  call  the  specialists  on  that  subject  and  make 
an  appointment  for  you.    Please  indicate  the  day  you'd  like  to  record... 
Tuesday  afternoon  or  Wednesday.    Due  to  the  full  agenda  for  the  meeting 
we're  not  scheduling  recording  sessions  prior  to  Tuesday  afternoon. 

Both  of  our  Magnacords  will  be  set  up  for  your  use  in  a  room  here 
in  the  Administration  "building  Tuesday  afternoon  and  all  day  Wednesday. 
Those  wanting  recordings  at  Beltsville  will  probably  find  it  necessary  to 
bring  their  own  recording  equipment.    On  Thursday  recording  facilities  will 
be  shifted  to  the  ^-B  Camp. 

Joe  Tonkin  assures  us  he'll  be  glad  to  line  up  the  ^-H  recordings 
you're  interested  in.    A  Press  and  Radio  Desk  will  be  located  in  the  Raleigh 
Hotel.    Wednesday's  ^-H  activities  are  largely  confined  to  arrival  and  re- 
gistration.   The  camp  gets  into  full  swing  on  Thursday. 

Just  let  us  know  who  or  what  you  want  by  June  10. 

Among  Ourselves 

Ab  of  Monday,  Burnis  Arnold,  formerly  Ext  Radio  Editor  in  Oklahoma, 
took  over  as  RFD  at  WEAS,  Louisville. 

Johnnie  Holmes,  KLRA,  tells  us  that  the  Southwest  RFD  Regional 
Spring  meeting  is  slated  for  Little  Rock  May  9th  and  10th.    One  of  the  fea- 
tures will  be  a  tour  of  one  of  Arkansas'  newest  agricultural  industries... 
raising  minnows  and  food  fish. 

Ed  Mason,  KXXX,  reports  a  good  many  of  you  RFD's  out  his  way  are 
doing  some  fine  promoting  on  grain  sorghum  production.    As  we  understand, 
Ed  himself  is  doing  a  series  of  broadcasts  on  all  phases  of  grain  sorghum 
planting  from  the  Fort  Hays  Experiment  Station. 

Ken  Gapen  and  Maynard  Speece  are  out  at  Columbus  this  week-end 
and  will  probably  be  seeing  some  of  you  there.  On  Monday  Ken  will  be  in 
Philadelphia  attending  the  joint  RFD -ACE  Regional  meeting. 


Enclosures : 

Seven  steps  to  Plenty 

Intnat'l  Farm  Youth  Exchange  Program 

and  Fact  Sheet 
Farm  Mob.  Fact  Sheets  #  5  and  6 
Market  News  Offices  Listing 
For  Higher  Yields  of  Corn 
Agricultural  Outlook  Digest 


Sincerely, 


Bob  Crom,  Supervisor 
Individual  Station  Relations 
Radio  and  Television  Service 


